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Michael is a partner at Tyr LLP. His litigation practice includes commercial 
and civil matters, private arbitrations, public inquiries, investigations and 
class actions. Michael represents publicly-traded and privately held 
companies, directors, officers, shareholders and professionals in all manner 
of disputes, before courts, arbitral tribunals and regulators. 

Clients value the tact and judgment that Michael brings to complex and 
sensitive matters, and consult Michael on their obligations in the political 
sector, including ethical compliance, conflicts of interest and lobbying law. 
Michael has considerable experience advising businesses and individuals, 
including public officials, responding to inquiries from regulatory bodies and 
legislative committees.

Michael represents both plaintiffs and defendants in class actions. He is the 
Vice-Chair of an American Bar Association subcommittee on Class and 
Derivative Actions, the former editor of the Class Action chapter of the ABA’s 
annually published Recent Developments in Corporate and Business Litigation, 
co-author of its Cross-Border and Multijurisdictional Proceedings chapter, 
and a contributing author to the fourth and fifth editions of Defending Class 
Actions in Canada.  

When representing plaintiffs in medical malpractice actions, Michael draws 
on his 6+ years defending physicians at one of the top physician defence 
firms in the country. He uses this experience to help clients navigate the 
complex medical malpractice landscape at their time of need. 

Michael teaches the Corporate Remedies course for the Professional LLM 
Program at Osgoode Hall, York University, and is a faculty advisor for the 
Ryerson LPP Trial Advocacy Training Workshop. 

Michael has been recognized by Benchmark Litigation as a Future Star, in its 
40 & Under Hot List and in 2022 was shortlisted for its Emerging Talent 
Litigator of the Year award. Prior to joining Tyr LLP in October 2019, Michael 
practiced commercial and civil litigation McCarthy Tétrault LLP.

Michael takes a practical and strategic approach 
to solving complex problems.
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• Counsel to Pattern Energy Group in various proceedings related to a 300 MW 
renewable energy project in Ontario.

• Kore Meals LLC c. Freshii Development LLC, et al. (2021 ONSC 2896) - 
Successfully moved to stay a proceeding brought by a development 
agent against a franchisor on the basis of a forum provision in a 
dispute resolution clause. 

• DCR Strategies Inc. v Gomez, (2021 ONSC 5404) - As amicus curiae, provided 
assistance to the commercial list court in Toronto in an injunction motion 
arising from allegations that a departed employee misappropriated 
confidential data. 

• Represented the master distributor in a chemical supply chain successfully 
prosecute a multi-million dollar claim for numerous breaches of a master 
distributor agreement. The dispute was resolved in favour of the master 
distributor in advance of private arbitration.

• Successfully obtained injunctive relief for a major financial institution to 
compel a software service provider to end the improper shut down of a vital 
software service in breach of the contract between the parties.

• Ivanhoé Cambridge – Assisted Ivanhoé Cambridge in a number of COVID-19 
related commercial leasing disputes.

• Represented commercial warehousing tenant in various 
landlord/tenant disputes.

• Representing a group of shareholders in an oppression action related 
to a family-owned business. 

• Representing a cannabis company prosecute a claim arising from the theft of 
cannabis product from the yard of a carrier.

• Advise a variety of clients on obligations, risks and procedures associated 
with responding to various government commissioners.

Commercial Litigation

• Badesha v Cronos Group Inc. - Assisting publicly-traded company, dual-listed 
on the TSX and NASDAQ in a securities class action involving allegations of 
misrepresentations made in public disclosure statements.

• Assisted auditor in shareholder misrepresentation class action involving 
allegations of misrepresentations made in public disclosure documents.

• Jung v Restaurant Brands International et al. - Representing putative class in 
privacy class action against Restaurant Brands International and Radar Labs 
alleging improper collection and use of geolocation data through the Tim 
Horton’s App.
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• Representing putative class in privacy class action against Restaurant Brands 
International and Radar Labs alleging improper collection and use of 
geolocation data through the Tim Horton’s App.

• Successfully obtained injunctive relief for a major financial institution to 
compel a software service provider to end the improper shut down of a vital 
software service in breach of the contract between the parties.

• Represented major financial institution in proceeding involving allegations of 
inadequate security protocols and misappropriation of intellectual property 
related to SAAS offerings.

• Assisted large financial institution take prompt action to ensure the 
containment of stolen confidential data.

Privacy and Information & Technology Litigation

• Represented a cannabis company in an alleged wrongful termination of the 
former CEO, achieving a favourable settlement in advance of trial.

• Acted for various companies and employees in wrongful termination suits, 
and in negotiations in advance of proceedings.

Employment

• Through an internal investigation for a major financial institution, ensured that 
key personnel were appropriately prepared for anticipated inquiries from 
various government committees and commissions.

• Successfully exonerated the target of an OSC investigation for insider trading 
following an investigation into the target’s trading patterns, publicly available 
information, and the cross-examination of the OSC’s investigator.

• Successfully appealed a professional licensing body’s decision to deny 
Certificate of Registration to a professional, including obtaining the 
extraordinary order requiring the licensing body to issue the professional a 
Certificate of Registration.

• Represented numerous professionals before their regulatory body, including 
at the investigative stage before their Discipline Committee, as well as on 
appeal from various administrative tribunals.

• Representation of an energy company, defending allegations of abuse of 
dominance made by the Commissioner in the Competition Tribunal.

Investigations & Regulatory Defence

• Representing franchisor in breach of contract proceeding before 
the American Arbitration Association.

• Represented franchisor in breach of contract proceeding in arbitration 
administered through the ADR Institute of Canada.

• Represented plaintiff company in breach of contract claim in private 
arbitration on that proceeded on an expedited schedule, achieving an 
8-figure settlement within 8 months of commencement of proceedings.

REPRESENTATIVE WORK

Arbitration
Tel

+1 416 617 0533

Email

mobrien@tyrllp.com

Office

488 Wellington Street West

Suite 300-302

Toronto, Ontario

 M5V 1E3

Michael J.P. O’Brien
Partner



4 / 4Michael O’Brien  |  Profile

RECOGNITIONS

2021, Benchmark Litigation, 40 & Under Hot List

2022, Benchmark Litigation, Future Star

2022, Benchmark Litigation, Shortlisted for Emerging Talent Litigator of the Year

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Co-Founder & Co-Chair, The Charter Project, a public awareness and education 
initiative regarding the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms

BOARD MEMBERSHIPS

Chair, Board of Directors, Camp Ekon, 2015 – 2019

Member, Board of Directors, Camp Ekon, 2013 – 2015

PUBLICATIONS

"Comparing Class Actions in Canada to those in the U.S." in Defending Class Actions in Canada: 
A Guide for Defendants, 5th Edition, published by LexisNexis in December 2019 (chapter 
co-author).

"Cross-Border & Multijurisdiction Class Actions—A Canadian Perspective" in the American Bar 
Association’s annually updated volume, Recent Developments in Business and Corporate 
Litigation (2014, 2015, 2017, 2018, 2019) (Co-author and Co-editor).

"Cross-Border & Multijurisdiction Class Actions—A Canadian Perspective" in Recent 
Developments in Business and Corporate Litigation: Class Action Law, 2016 Edition, published by 
the American Bar Association in July 2016 (Co-author and Co-editor).

“Multijurisdictional Issues” in Defending Class Actions: A Guide for Defendants, 4th Edition, 
published by LexisNexis in December 2015 (chapter co-author).

TEACHING ENGAGEMENTS

Since 2018, Michael has been a faculty advisor at the Ryerson LPP 
Trial Advocacy Training Workshop.

Michael is an instructor of the Corporate Remedies class for the 
Professional LLM program at Osgoode Hall, York University.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

The Advocates’ Society

Canadian Bar Association

Ontario Bar Association

American Bar Association

Vice-Chair, sub-committee on Class Actions, Business and Corporate 
Litigation Committee, Business Law Section

EDUCATION

University of Windsor, J.D., 2012

University of Waterloo, M.A., English, 2010

University of Waterloo, B.A.H., English Language and Literature, 2007
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